The Rotary Club of Pensacola District 6940 Club 4248

WEEK IN REVIEW 6/9/2026
A Warm Welcome at the Yacht Club

It was a classic, scorching Florida summer day as members and guests
stepped out of the heat and into the cool comfort of the Pensacola Yacht
Club this afternoon.

Stepping up to welcome everyone with a smile was our greeter for the
day, Shelia Nichols. Meanwhile, the dynamic duo of Marco Medici and
Clark Merritt were hard at work at the front table, keeping busy selling
raffle tickets to hopeful members looking to strike it rich.

President Allison officially kicked off the meeting, bringing the room to
order before calling on Vince Curry, who beautifully delivered today's
invocation and led the club in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Club Announcements & Good News

¢+ Meeting Schedule Change: Take note, Rotarians! There will be
no regular Tuesday meeting next week due to the upcoming
Change of Command ceremony. Enjoy the schedule break and
we look forward to seeing everyone at the next scheduled event.

* Rotary in Action: It was a proud day for our club as we continued
our mission of supporting the local community. President Allison
presented checks for $2,000 each to five incredibly deserving
area non-profits. This week’s grant recipients included:

° Jayla's Voice

° Gulf Coast Diplomacy Council

© Valerie's House

° The Wildlife Sanctuary

© Lakeview Center's Overdose Prevention Program

Thank you to all of these organizations for the vital work they do across
the Gulf Coast!

Sunshine & Hoop Dreams

Al Colby took the podium to skillfully deliver this week’s Sunshine report.
Al'kept the room laughing with a sharp, timely joke aimed at the New York
Knicks basketball team. It's safe to say that while the Knicks might be
struggling historically on the court, Al absolutely scored with the crowd
today.

The Raffle Continues to Grow
The excitement was palpable as the winning raffle ticket was drawn by
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June 23, we meet at Pensacola Yacht Club

Julie Tippins Parker. Julie stepped up to test her luck against the deck
but ultimately pulled an 8 card. While it wasn't the big winner today, it
means the jackpot survives another week—and the pot just keeps on
growing!

Today’s Program: Hurricane Preparedness with the Red Cross

With June marking the official start of the Atlantic hurricane season,
today’s presentation was as timely as it gets. Our guest speaker was
Terri Jenkins from the American Red Cross, who is currently heading
into her fourth year of leadership with the organization.

Terri shared some fascinating history, noting that the Red Cross holds
the unique distinction of being the only non-profit organization to receive
three Nobel Peace Prizes, and it consistently maintains top-tier ratings on
Charity Navigator for accountability and transparency.

Turning to local operations, Terri highlighted a unique challenge they
are facing this year: because the Florida Panhandle has been fortunate
enough to avoid major storm impacts over the last few consecutive years,
‘complacency” has set in. This lull has made it particularly difficult to
recruit and onboard the fresh volunteer base needed to be fully ready for
the 2026 season.

Key Takeaways for Staying Hurricane Ready:

¢ The Outlook: Forecasters are predicting 3 to 5 major storms this
year. But as the old adage goes, ‘It only takes one to ruin your
day.” :

* The Essentials: Your emergency supply kit should contain a
minimum of 3 days’ worth of supplies.

¢+ Water Rules: Ensure you have one gallon of water, per person,
per day.

*  Get the App: Terri highly recommended that everyone download
the official American Red Cross smartphone app. It features
excellent live weather notification alerts and critical emergency
information that remains accessible even after a disaster strikes.

Following a brief and informative Q&A session with our members,
President Allison thanked Terri for the vital reminder to get prepared, and
the meeting was adjourned.

See you at the next meeting, and stay safe out there! Respectfully,
Clark Merritt

To increase the membership of our club, we will continue to offer three free lunches for potential new members.

Promote your business by placing an ad in the Helicopter. Your ad will run for a full month each week. Business card-sized ads are $25.00, a
1/4 page is $50.00, and a 1/2-page ad is $75.00. To place your ad, send the prepared document to lelias@pensacolarotaryclub.org stating the size
of the ad you wish to place. Proceeds benefit the Rotary Club of Pensacola Foundation.



2025-2026 Club Of

* President Allison Hill

* Immediate Past President Henry Roberts
* President Elect Judy Bense

* Secretary Jane White

* Treasurer Lori Nesmith

Bulletin Information

Web Site: Pensacolarotaryclub.org
E-Mail: cbridwell@pensacolarotaryclub.org
Chris Bridwell, Executive Secretary
13 Palafox Place, Suite 200
P.O. Box 528+Pensacola, FL 32591-0528

Phone: 850-434-0684

Clubs Available for ¥
Five Flags Pensacola Bay Center Mon.
Gulf Breeze Legends at Andrews Institute Tues.
Milton The Hangar Restaurant Tues.
Seville Seville Quarter Tues.
meets every other Tuesday
Cantonment St. Luke’s United Methodist Wed.
Church
Perdido The Point Church Wed.
Pace Stonebrook Village Country Club ~ Thur.
Cordova Gulf Coast Kid's House Thur.
Suburban West  Pensacola Yacht Club Thur.
Navarre Broussard’s Cajun Restaurant ~ Fri.

Pensacola North  Hancock Bank, Creighton Rd.  Fri.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Birthdays for the week of
June 23 through June 29

Brett Barrow — June 26 - born in Pensacola, FL in Rotary
5 years

Greeters and Ticket

June 23-
Greeters: Lori NeSmith, William Neuner
Ticket Sales: Shelia Nichols, Jean Norman

June 30-
Greeters: Susan O’Connor, J Mort O'Sullivan
Ticket Sales: Robert Overton, Thomas Owens

Prayer/Pledge And

June 23

Prayer & Pledge: Madison Currin Sunshine: Christina Doss
June 30

Prayer & Pledge: Lee Elebash Sunshine: Jack Williams

Meeting Schedule

June
23 - Noon Regular Weekly Meeting at Pensacola Yacht Club
1:00 Board Meeting
30 - Noon Regular Weekly Meeting at Pensacola Yacht Club

Program Schedule

June
23-Mayor DC Reéves, Mayor of Pensacola

30- Gulf Coast Diplomacy: Youth in the Political Process



