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WEEK IN REVIEW   4/28/2026
Fellowship & Club News
The meeting opened with a vibrant energy as members gathered 

for another week of fellowship. A special thank you to Brian Weir for 
serving as our greeter today, and to Asher and Bill for managing 
the raffle ticket sales with great success.

President Allison officially gaveled the meeting to order and 
shared several important updates:

•	 Member Care: Our thoughts and prayers are with Dale Knee 
and his family. His wife passed away recently after showing 
incredible strength through significant health challenges.

•	 New Member: We are thrilled to welcome our newest 
Rotarian, Savanah, who was introduced by her next-door 
neighbor, President Allison.

•	 Paul Harris Recognition: Congratulations to Ex-President 
John Schaffier on achieving his Paul Harris +2 recognition. 
Thank you, John, for your continued generosity to the Rotary 
Foundation.

•	 Sunshine & Song: Ellen Vinson brightened the room with 
her “Sunshine” segment, sharing a few jokes and leading the 
club in our birthday serende before we turned to our formal 
program.

Upcoming Schedule Note:
Please remember there is NO meeting next Tuesday. Instead, 

we encourage all members to attend the CROP event for the 
Business in Ethics recognition, which will be held this Thursday.

Raffle Update:
The excitement continues to build! Dr. Meadows drew a 2 card 

today, meaning the pot remains unclaimed. The jackpot is now 
climbing well over $600. Be sure to bring your lucky dollars next 
time!

Program Highlight: The Shifting Landscape of Florida 
Healthcare

Following a previous visit from Baptist Hospital President Mark 

Faulkner, we were privileged today to hear from Mary Mayhue of 
the Florida Hospital Association. Mary provided a sobering and 
deeply insightful look into the economic and demographic pressures 
facing our state’s healthcare systems.

The Rising Cost of Care
Mary emphasized that while technology is the driver of modern 

care, the costs are staggering. Currently, labor, drugs, and 
supplies account for 70% of hospital budgets. To put the drug 
cost crisis into perspective, expenditures rose from $1.9 billion in 
2013 to $6 billion in 2024.

The Demographic “Silver Tsunami”
Florida is facing a unique challenge compared to the rest of the 

nation. By 2030, our state will have over 6 million residents over 
the age of 65, a demographic that requires more intensive and 
frequent medical intervention.

The Medicaid/Medicare Funding Gap
The most critical takeaway involved the disparity in reimbursement:

•	 60% of all hospital admissions are covered by Medicaid 
or Medicare.

•	 However, these programs only reimburse roughly 40% of the 
actual costs incurred by the hospitals.

•	 Currently, Medicaid pays only $0.60 for every dollar expended 
by the facility.

This funding gap has led to 27% of Florida hospitals operating 
with negative revenues annually. Mary concluded her presentation 
with a vital question for our community and lawmakers: “How can 
this continue?”

We adjourned follwing a few questions at 12:55 pm.
M. Clark Merritt

May 12, we meet at Pensacola Yacht Club.
To increase the membership of our club, we will continue to offer three free lunches for potential new members. 
Promote your business by placing an ad in the Helicopter. Your ad will run for a full month each week. Business card-sized ads are 
$25.00, a 1/4 page is $50.00, and a 1/2-page ad is $75.00. To place your ad, send the prepared document to lelias@pensacolarotaryclub.org 
stating the size of the ad you wish to place. Proceeds benefit the Rotary Club of Pensacola Foundation.  
To pay your quarterly Rotary Club dues with a credit card/debit card go to http://www.pensacolarotaryclub.org/payment. Please note that 
a service charge will be applied to your payment.
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2025-2026 Club Officers2025-2026 Club Officers
• President	 Allison Hill
• Immediate Past President	 Henry Roberts
• President Elect	 Judy Bense
• Secretary	 Jane White
• Treasurer	 Lori Nesmith

Bulletin InformationBulletin Information
Web Site: Pensacolarotaryclub.org 

E-Mail: cbridwell@pensacolarotaryclub.org 
Chris Bridwell, Executive Secretary 

13 Palafox Place, Suite 200 
P.O. Box 528•Pensacola, FL 32591-0528

Phone: 850-434-0684

Clubs Available for MakeupClubs Available for Makeup
Five Flags	 Pensacola Bay Center	 Mon.	 12:00 pm
Gulf Breeze	 Legends at Andrews Institute	 Tues.	   7:00 am
Milton	 The Hangar Restaurant	 Tues.	 12:00 pm
Seville	 Seville Quarter 	 Tues.	   5:15 pm 
	 meets every other Tuesday   
Cantonment	 St. Luke’s United Methodist	 Wed.	 12:15 pm
	 Church
Perdido	 The Point Church	 Wed.	   7:30 am
Pace	 Stonebrook Village Country Club	 Thur.	   7:00 am 
Cordova	 Gulf Coast Kid’s House	 Thur. 	   7:00 am
Suburban West	 Pensacola Yacht Club	 Thur.	 12:00 pm
Navarre 	 Broussard’s Cajun Restaurant	 Fri.	 12:00 pm
Pensacola North	 Hancock Bank, Creighton Rd.	 Fri.	 12:00 pm

District GovernorDistrict Governor
Andre Boyd 

http://www.rotary6940.org

Cliff Schornak

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Birthdays for the week of   
May 12 through May 18

John Monroe – May 15 – born in Pensacola, FL, in Rotary  
                          38 years, PHF +2
David DelGallo – May 18 – born in Trenton, NJ, in Rotary  
                             16 years, PHF +3

May 12-
Greeters: Asher Kelly, Nancy Kelly
Ticket Sales: Chris Kelly, Andrea Krieger

May 19
Greeters:  David Lamar, Sarah Lefevers
Ticket Sales:  Britt Landrum, Teri Levins

May 12
Prayer & Pledge:  Stephania Striet	 Sunshine:  Ed Wonders

May 19
Prayer & Pledge: Laura Piovesana	 Sunshine: Charles Beal

Prayer/Pledge And SunshinePrayer/Pledge And Sunshine

Greeters and Ticket SalesGreeters and Ticket Sales

Assistant District GovernorAssistant District Governor

 Program Schedule Program Schedule

May 
     12 - Noon Regular Weekly Meeting at Pensacola Yacht Club
     19 - Noon Regular Weekly Meeting at Pensacola Bay Center
            1:00 Board Meeting
    26 - No regular meeting

May
     12 - Judy Bense - Early Spanish Florida
     19 - Coach Stephanie Yelton - UWF Women’s Basketball
    26 - No meeting, Memorial Day
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